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Language Difference Checklist: Spanish Language 
	  
Disclaimer: The following checklist was created to serve as a guide for identifying language difference in individuals who identify with Spanish as the 
home language.  This checklist provides a general outline of grammatical sentence structures and pronunciation of the Spanish language, which may 
influence the production of English; however, there are exceptions to these factors.  For example, Spanish adjectives may precede nouns.  A complete 
evaluation by a licensed bilingual speech-language pathologist is needed in order to appropriately determine speech and language needs as well as 
speech and language difference.  

CLIENT’S NAME:                DATE: YES SOMETIMES NO 
1.  When the individual produces a word that begins with “v,” does it sound like a 
“b”?  

Example:  “Van” sounds like “ban” 
   

2.  Does the individual present with difficulty distinguishing vowel sounds in 
words? 

Example: Individual states that “ship” sounds like “sheep”, “fool” sounds like “full”, 
and “rut” sounds like “rat” 

   

3.  When the individual pronounces a word with the “z” sound, does it sound like 
an “s”? 

Example: “Zebra” sounds like “seebra” 
   

4.  Does the individual produce a soft pronunciation of the end consonant in a word 
or omit the final consonant during speech? 

Example: “D” in “food” sounds very soft, or the word sounds like “foo” 
   

5. When the individual produces a word with the “j” sound or the “ch” sound, does 
it sound similar to the “sh” sound?  

Example: “Cheese” sounds like “sheese” 
   

6.  Does the individual add an “E” sound to the beginning of a consonant cluster 
which starts with an “s”? 

Example: States “Estamp” in lieu of “stamp” 
   

7.  Does the individual simplify consonant clusters  

Example: States “Istead” in lieu of “instead”    

8.  Does the individual state the adjective after the noun?  

Example: States “I like the car red.” in lieu of “I like the red car.”    

9.  Does the individual produce a sentence without the auxiliary verb? 

Example: “I ____ not eat meat.” without including the word “do.”    

10.  Does the individual produce a sentence with omitted or added articles? 

Example: “I like shirt.” without including the word “the.” 

“I need to stop at the Target to buy some clothes.”  
   

11.  Does the individual confuse the prepositions “in” and “on”?  (Note: In Spanish, 
the word “en” is commonly used for both words) 

        Example: “The picture was in the wall.” 
 

   

	  
If a “yes” or “sometimes” response was recorded while completing this checklist, the individual may be exhibiting speech that is indicative of an 
English language learner.   
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